
October 16, 2009 
 
Dear Friends of Camillus: 
 
We are pleased to report some very exciting news in our second issue of Progress Notes, our newslet-
ter about the new Camillus House Center.   
 
In this edition of Progress Notes, you’ll read about the selection of the general contractor to build Phase 
I of our future center as well as an update on our efforts to obtain Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (LEED) Certification for this project.  LEED certification, which was developed by the 
U.S. Green Building Council, provides standards for environmentally sustainable construction.  Also 
included in this second newsletter is an overview of Shepherd’s Court, an 80-unit permanent housing 
building that will be built at the same time as Phase 1.     
 
As you will read in this newsletter, we continue to make progress toward our private fundraising goal 
of $40 million to build the new center.  We thank the many corporations, foundations and individual 
philanthropists who have generously supported our OPEN THE DOOR TO HOPE capital campaign.   
 
We are working hard toward encouraging others to demonstrate their community spirit by helping us 
realize our dream of a new and improved Camillus House.  Working together, we will achieve our goal 
of ending chronic homelessness in Miami-Dade County. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 

 
 
 

Bob Dickinson            Paul R. Ahr, Ph.D. 
Chairman of the Board of Camillus House                President & CEO of Camillus House 
 
 



A REPORT ON THE CAMILLUS HOUSE, INC. OPEN THE DOOR TO HOPE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

The Board of Directors of Camillus House has approved the selection of Coastal Construction as the general contrac-
tor for Phase 1 of its New Camillus House Center, as well as for the Shepherd’s Court development.  
 
Coastal Construction, a Miami-based company, was one of five South Florida contracting firms that participated in a 
competitive bidding process for  Phase 1 of the project. The other firms that submitted bids include Arellano Con-
struction Company, Beauchamp Construction, Current Builders, and Stiles Construction.  These firms will also be 
able to bid on Phase 2 of the project.  Construction of Phase 1 is expected to begin later this year and will be com-
pleted after approximately 14 months. Phase 1 includes the behavioral health treatment and residential facilities, the 
dining hall and Café, the parking garage, and an outdoor courtyard for persons not ready or able to live inside.  
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EYE ON: BUILDING A —SHEPHERD’S COURT PERMANENT HOUSING  
The Shepherd’s Court permanent housing facility will be located on the site, but is being built as a separate project, 
concurrent with Phase 1. Shepherd’s Court is being developed by Biscayne Housing Group, with funding from the 
Florida Housing Finance Corporation and Miami-Dade County.  Coastal Construction was also selected as the gen-
eral contractor for this component.   
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To date, pledges and one-time donations to the “Open the 
Door to Hope” Capital Campaign total $26,234,483 to-
ward our private sector goal of $40,000,000.  The follow-
ing chart illustrates the private sector funding sources for 
the “Open the Door to Hope” Capital Campaign. 

FUNDRAISING UPDATE 

GOING GREEN CREATING JOBS LOCALLY 

A high priority for Camillus House is the creation of job 
opportunities for the local community, particularly for the 
residents of Allapattah and Overtown.   
 
The construction of the new center will create approxi-
mately 300 construction jobs; 210 indirect jobs induced by 
the construction; 96 new, full-time positions at the new 
campus; and 38 indirect jobs induced by the campus’ op-
eration.   
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Camillus House is going “green” 
by incorporating sustainable and 
environmentally sound building 
principles as a core component of 
the design, construction, and even-
tual operation of the entire new 
campus.  
 
The new campus has been officially registered as a 
project that intends to meet Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) Certification stan-
dards set by the U.S. Green Building Council for sus-
tainable construction and is seeking Gold Level certi-
fication.   Camillus has retained SEQUIL systems to 
coordinate Camillus’ LEED efforts and to provide 
building commissioning services. 
 
The design will enable the new Camillus House cam-
pus to achieve a significant reduction in utilities – 
energy and water usage, thereby lowering the con-
sumption and cost of these precious resources.   
 
The LEED certification will ensure a cleaner and 
healthier atmosphere for staff, clients and the sur-
rounding community through improved air quality, 
reduced environmental toxins and energy-efficient 
lighting.   

 
The Chapel of Divine Mercy, which will be built in Phase 
2 at the New Camillus House Center  will provide guests, 
clients, staff and visitors with a special place of reflection 
and worship.  The future Chapel will incorporate the altar, 
pulpit and pews from St. Francis Xavier Church.  
 
St. Francis Xavier Church, which was established in 1927 
in the heart of Overtown has closed.  Our thanks to Father 
Eduardo Alvarez, S.J. of Gesu Catholic Church and for 
making this donation possible.   
 
With the future opening the Chapel of Divine Mercy, the 
spirit of St. Francis Xavier Parish will live on within the 
community in which it served for more than eight decades.   

BRINGING THE PAST INTO PRESENT 
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